Ethical aspects of use of fetal/embryonic cells in treatment and research.
The use of cells derived from in vitro embryos or aborted human fetuses raises serious moral questions for doctors and researchers. It is not enough to anticipate good from such use: morality is concerned not merely with outcome, but with choices and their impact on character. The human moral subject is the human organism, who has rights and interests from the beginning of his or her existence. Harvesting cells or tissue from an embryo or fetus who is deliberately destroyed -- in some cases, by the harvesting itself -- is a violation of the rights of the individual concerned. To accept cells or tissue from those who did the harvesting (as opposed to using a much older cell-line) is to give the impression that we condone the harvesting, and indeed the taking of the donor's life. Irrespective of the medical benefits for which we may be hoping, we cannot relieve the suffering of one human individual by exploiting another.